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Bill Brooks’ “Bum Ball” 


Themed “Fashionable People Doing Fabulous 
Things”, the Bill Brooks Annual Prostate 
Cancer Gala once again exceeded the expec- 
tations of its loyal attendees. The January 25 
event, held at the Calgary Hyatt Regency, 
raised money for prostate cancer research, 
education and treatment. 


Camp Aurora 


Aurora was the Roman 
goddess of the dawn, so it’s 
fitting that Manitoba’s first ever 
youth camp for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, trans and queer 
supportive youth took on the 
name when it was held last 
August. 
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Heartless Harper? 


By John Coulbourn 


If there were indeed a single gay man out there who hasn’t had sex with 
another man in the last five years, and who is currently facing an imminent 
appointment with the grim reaper, | would beg him to consider leaving his brain 
to Stephen Harper. 


Or, better yet, his heart. 


But then again, maybe not, for one suspects that, such charity notwithstanding, 
Harper and his ilk will not be content until the entire gay and lesbian community 
just goes “Poof!” and disappears, like good little fairies should. 


In fact, that suspicion got a whole lot stronger this past month as the Harper 
government released new guidelines for organ donation. 


And while Harper and his merry band of miscreants have never been huge 
supporters of gay rights—at least I’ve certainly never heard of them buying a 
table at DQ or Fashion Cares—this time they’ve really struck rock bottom, 
proving in the process that the entire party could benefit not just from a brain 
transplant and a heart transplant, but a good swift boot to the fundament, for 
good measure. 

Just in case you missed it: In guidelines announced in early January, the Harper 


government has ruled that any man who has had sex with another man in the 
past five years (yes, that’s five YEARS or, if you’re more comfortable, |,826.25 days 


and nights,) should be considered a “high risk” donor. 


While this recommendation doesn’t rule out the use of that gay man’s organs, 
it certainly red flags them and suggests, none too subtly, that their use might best 
be limited to food for pets to which one is not particularly attached. 


The tragedy here is that while these guidelines echo a virtual ban on the taking 
of blood donations from sexually active gay men, they also fly in the face of an 
increasing level of medical evidence that suggests that the basis of all such bans 
lies far more in the areas of fear and homophobia than it does in the field of 
medical science. 


While officials insist that the concern, both in the case of blood and organ 
donations is the difficulty identifying people infected with HIV, it has been more 
than adequately demonstrated that AIDS is not exclusively a gay disease and that 
not all gay sex is high risk—and while intravenous drug abusers and promiscuous 
heterosexuals are similarly enjoined from donating blood or organs, the gay 
community is the only one to be placed under such a sweeping blanket of inter- 
diction. 


Not surprisingly, large portions of the gay community have reacted with appro- 
priate outrage to this little bit of Tory gay-bashing, while other portions of the 
same community have simply shrugged and moved on, assuming, one supposes, 
that one shouldn’t have to beg to be allowed the privilege of lending a hand (or 
in the case of publisher Heale, a kidney) to people who are facing certain death 
without it. 


But while many of those at the heart of the organ transplant field decry the 
Harper government’s bigotry—and with some justifica- 
tion, it would seem, in a world desperately short of spare 
organs—one can’t help but wonder if there isn’t 
something even more malicious at play here, something far 
more sinister than merely further labeling gays and 
lesbians as ‘other’ to facilitate ongoing prejudice. 


This is, after all, a government who was prepared to take 
away the gay and lesbian community’s hard-won rights to 
full and equal marriage, and frankly, it doesn’t seem like 
much of a stretch to me to assume that Stephen and his 
good old boys could quite happily envision a day when 
they'll have a majority government and can ram through 
legislation that, on the basis of the fact that the gay 
community contributes nothing to the blood and organ 
donation programs in this country, that community should 
therefore be excluded from receiving anything from those 
programs as well. 


Sure, it might be paranoia, but frankly when it comes to 
trusting our future to the likes of Stephen and his side-kick 
John Baird, I'd sooner put my faith in made-in-China 
condoms—and when it comes to giving my heart to them, 
maybe I'll just send ‘em a valentine. W 
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The (Political) Grinch Who Stole Christmas 


By Roy Heale 


4 The gift of life. What greater 
gift can there be—especially from 
one consenting human being to 
another? And yet this past 
Holiday season that privilege to 
give was taken away from every 
male member of Canada’s gay 
community by new regulations 
enacted by Health Canada. Of 
course, I’m referring to the new 
rule that prohibits any man who 
has same-sex relationships from 
any form of organ donation. 


At first the significance of this 
act may not be apparent but cast 

your mind back to the much talked 
about “hidden agenda” of this Conservative Party led by 
Stephen Harper before he was elected to the position 
of Prime Minister. This change in regulations slipped past 
critical scrutiny and became effective very quietly in late 
December—taking us back into the dark ages of 
inequality—when everyone was pre-occupied 
by the season of gift giving, frenzied shopping, 
and festivities. It was only in the crystal 
clear light of a new year—and possibly a 
lack of other stories for the media to 
cover—that suddenly public attention was 
focused on this poignant new rule. 


Whether it’s a heart, lungs, a kidney, 
bone marrow, a cornea or any other of the 
miraculous organ donations that are 
possible today, this right to give will no 
longer be possible for gay men in Canada. 
It’s hard to believe this fact when the recipient waiting 
lists for these gifts of life are growing larger ever year, as 
medical science increases the transplant possibilities, and 
as the baby boomers are growing older and becoming 
organ recipient candidates. 


This kind of stereotypical discrimination could only 
surface from that hidden agenda that so many GLBT 
activists were afraid of when the Conservatives formed 
their government in January 2006. They could not 
reverse the same-sex marriage laws but that did not ruin 
their entire agenda of taking away rights and freedoms 
from minorities in this ordinarily liberal-minded country. 


Initially the ability to donate your organs may not 
register as important, until perhaps someone in your 
family or a dear friend is in need of an organ donation. 
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Personally, | know the life-changing experience that 
occurs when organ donation becomes a part of your 
life. Almost thirteen years ago—on June 30 1995—I was 
privileged to donate one of my kidneys to my sister 
Daphne.As a gay man, the gift of life is not likely to occur 
frequently through childbirth and yet | can only imagine 
the feelings are similar between childbirth and organ 
donation. Observing the effect that your gift bestows on 
another life is a remarkable experience that changes 
both lives forever. 


Every time | see my sister—especially when she is 
with her grandson Mitchell—I realise it is far more 
blessed to give than to receive. And yet the past twelve 
years of her life are a testament to what it means to 
receive an organ donation when your very life depends 
upon that gift. 


Imagine if this new regulation had been in effect in 
1996. My sister might not be alive today! 


“The program unfairly targets gay men as a specific 
health problem and should be reviewed”, said Dr. Gary 
Levy, director of the multi-organ transplant program for 

the University Health Network in Toronto. He went 

on to say “The fact is, if someone has sixty-two 

partners, whether its heterosexual or 
homosexual, there is still a risk.” 


The gay community has been unfairly 
singled out and discriminated against and 
these new regulations are based on old 
attitudes of prejudice against the GLBT 
community. 


The true moral of this story is to 
beware of federal political parties whose 
mandate in part is to take away the rights 
of minorities in a country where the 
majority believes wholeheartedly in the rights and 
freedoms of the individual citizens of that country. Today 
it is the right of organ donation for gay men, tomorrow 
who knows? 


Inevitably in 2008 we can expect another general 
election as Prime Minister Stephen Harper attempts to 
secure a majority government for his Conservative 
Party of Canada. Be sure to remember this lesson, 
protect your future rights and freedoms by exercising 
your vote and choosing the recipient wisely. Remember 
every vote always counts. 


In the meantime contact your Member of Parliament 
and express your concerns over this latest prejudicial 
act by our Conservative Government of Canada. Visit 
parl.gc.ca to contact your Member of Parliament. W 
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Making The Perfect Match—New Help 
In The Search For A Mate 


By Josh Murray 


It took Carrie Bradshaw six seasons. Finding a rewarding, sustainable long-term 
relationship is no easy task—even when you’re financed by HBO. Now, as 
Valentine’s Day looms ominously again and coupled friends lament, “I just don’t 
know why you can’t find someone to be with”, gay men and lesbians in Canada 
have new hope—and new help. Entre-Nous Network is a growing, national 
collective that aims to bring together compatible, same-sex partners for lasting 
relationships. 


Patricia Ross, a Toronto-based counselor for Entre-Nous, explains the group’s 
mission. “Entre-Nous Network provides a safe and confidential way of meeting 
like-minded individuals who are serious about starting long-term relationships,” 
she says. Quite simply, it’s one of the better options for those tired of a stale bar 
scene and awkward blind dates set up by well-intentioned friends. “Our members 
are thrilled to have a more professional and successful method of meeting 
without having to compromise their lifestyle,’ explains Ross. 


That lifestyle often includes a busy work schedule and other pressing personal 
obligations, something Entre-Nous is clearly aware of.“Our service has taken gay 
dating to a whole other level,” Ross explains.“We aim to make finding a long-term 
partner a priority without our members sacrificing the time dedicated to their 
careers and other responsibilities.” 


Singles interested in the service tend to 
have strong career goals, active lifestyles 
and solid footing in life, though they cover 
a broad age spectrum. “The age range of 
our members is quite diverse. It begins 
with [those in their] early twenties and 
goes up to sixty-five plus. Our members 

; have proven it is never too early or too 
late to start a meaningful relationship,” 
Ross says proudly. 


| al 


} Besides spanning a full range of ages, 

members also span the country, with 

y offices for Entre-Nous in Calgary, 

Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal. “We 

— have members that travel from all over 
the world to meet with us,” Ross adds. 


Age and locale differences aside, Entre- 
Nous’ members share a common objec- 
tive.“They all have one dating goal in mind, 
and that is to establish a serious long-term 
relationship,” Ross explains. Clearly, this 
isn’t the place to find a casual encounter. 
“There seems to be an existing stereo- 
type that, if you are searching for a same- 
sex partner, you are probably looking for a casual fling or an open relationship. 
There are several outlets available for these types of relationships; in fact this 
style of ‘hooking up’ has dominated the gay dating scene for quite some time. Our 
members are looking for unattached, emotionally-available individuals who are 
financially stable and serious about starting a long-term relationship,” she reiter- 
ates. 


It is exactly the stale clichés of dating that drive most Entre-Nous members to 
sign up. “They are tired of insincere intentions, mind games, lack of commitment, 
and, lastly, prospects trying to get them straight to bed,” Ross says.““Our members 
have gotten tired of wasting time meeting all the wrong types of people.” Gay 
bars across the country may be hubs of social activity but the group’s members 
sometimes get discouraged by the nature of the scene itself. “It’s tired and 
frustrating,” concurs Ross. “It’s great for short-term hook-ups and, if that is what 
someone is looking for, our service is probably not for them.” 


Upon seeking out Entre-Nous’ assistance to find something more, members 
get personal attention from the get-go. “Entre-Nous is the only company in 
Canada that meets with their clients in person and caters exclusively to same- 
sex relationships,” Ross says.“A private interview allows us to learn about prefer- 
ences and relationship goals—we consider both the physical and emotional 
connection. We offer a thorough screening process, and a compatibility assess- 
ment before hand.We tailor a match that would be most compatible for each of 
our members.” 


Even if that perfect match is well-tailored, it doesn’t mean he or she will appear 
right off the bat. “After a new member has joined, it typically takes about two 
weeks for them to receive their first referral. We do not create a fairytale of 
overnight success,” Ross says honestly. “We let our members know that it is a 
process of getting to know each other—it takes monitoring, feedback and 
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meeting a few highly compatible introductions to determine who you would 
really like to end up with.” 


The downside is that members may meet a few people that they have no 
romantic interest in but, instead, feel would be great friends. “Many of our 
members develop invaluable friendships. Such positive relationships can only 
enhance one’s life.’ Certainly, not a bad by-product. 


The ultimate goal though is, of course, more than just friendship—and Entre- 
Nous is committed to pairing those with the same intentions. “Our ideal candi- 
date is someone who is honest, sincere, and stable in life,’ Ross says. “Someone 
who is tired of searching unsuccessful avenues and is serious about meeting the 
right person is exactly who we'd love to meet. Entre-Nous gives our members 
comfort in knowing their search for a long-term partner is now an attainable 
goal.” 


So, this year, when the sickly sweet couple down the street mails a little pity 
along with their Valentine’s card, know that next February you may just need to 
mark it return to sender. W 
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Same Sex CPP 
Survivor's Pensions 


NOTICE OF INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION REQUIRED 
COURT ORDERED DEADLINE 


ALL INDIVIDUALS WHOSE SAME SEX PARTNER CONTRIBUTED TO THE CANADA PENSION 
PLAN AND DIED AFTER APRIL 17, 1985 AND BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1998, ARE NOW ELIGIBLE 
TO MAKE A CLAIM FOR A CPP SURVIVOR’S PENSION PURSUANT TO THE SUPREME 
COURT OF CANADA'S RULING IN HISLOP et al. v. CANADA, THE INDIVIDUALS WHO BENEFIT 
FROM THIS RULING ARE DESCRIBED IN THIS NOTICE AS CLASS MEMBERS. 

FAILURE ON THE PART OF ANY CLASS MEMBER TO TAKE STEPS TO CLAIM THEIR 
SURVIVOR'S PENSION BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2008, WILL RESULT IN THE CLASS MEMBER 
NOT BEING ELIGIBLE FOR THE FULL AMOUNT OF ARREARS ALLOWED UNDER THE 
SUPREME COURT OF CANADA'S JUDGMENT WITHOUT LEAVE OF THE COURT. 

IT 1S IMPERATIVE THAT EACH CLASS MEMBER ENSURE THAT THEY HAVE MADE AN 
APPLICATION FOR THEIR SURVIVOR’S PENSION. 

The common issues in the class proceeding Hislop et al. v Canada have been finally 
determined. Class members had been barred by statutory restrictions from claiming a 
survivor's pension because they were in same sex relationships. The Court's ruling struck 
down those restrictions under the Charter of Rights. As a result, class members are now 
entitled to claim a CPP survivor's pension on the same basis as survivors of opposite 

sex relationships, 

What This Means to Class Members 

Subject to the general eligibility criteria under the CPP, all Class Members are entitled 

to claim their Survivors’ Pension retrospectively, at least to December 21, 2000, and 
prospectively through ongoing monthly payments. 

How To Make A Claim 

Each Class Member must file an application for their Survivor's Pension with the department 
of Human Resources and Social Development Canada (“HRSDC”). All applications are 
confidential. To obtain an application from HRSDC directly they can be reached at 
1-800-311-3820 (In Canada); 1-613-990-2244 (Outside Canada); 1-800-255-4786 
{T.T.Y/Teletypewriter Users Only) or visit their website at www.servicecanada.gc.ca. 
What if | Already Applied or Made Multiple Applications 

If you have already applied and are receiving your pension you do not need to reapply. 

If you have recently applied for a survivor's pension and your application has been 
acknowledged but is still incomplete, you do not need to reapply. You need to provide 

the missing documents /information HRSDC requested. 

If you are experiencing any difficulties with the processing of your application, you may 
contact class counsel as set out below for assistance. 

If you have or had an appeal pending before the CPP Review Tribunal or the Pensions 
Appeal Board respecting your claim, you should advise HRSDC of the appeal. If you 
subsequently experience any difficulties with your pension claim, you may consult any 
lawyer who is representing you in connection with any such appeal or one of the class 
counsel listed below for assistance. 

Am | Entitled to Arrears? (Back Payments) 

All Class Members who are qualified for a survivor's pension are entitled to arrears back to 
December 21, 2000, regardless of whether they have made an application to date. However, 
if you did make an application for your Pension at any time prior to November 21, 2001, you 
may be entitled to additional payments back beyond December 21, 2000, but no earlier then 
August 1999. 

It is important to note that regardless of the date of your application, once approved you 
will be entitled to your pension for the rest of your life. 

1 Am The Executor of a Same Sex Survivor Who Died Without Collecting A Survivor's 
Pension. Are the Estates of Same Sex Survivors Entitled to a Survivors Pension? 

In the past, Survivors Pensions were not being paid to the surviving partner in same sex 
relationships. Some survivors died prior to the Supreme Court of Canada ruling without 
receiving their pension. 

An Individual same sex survivor who was alive on October 2, 2003, but who subsequently 
died may still have their claim made by their executor. 

There are some class members who survived their same sex partners but died prior to 
October 2, 2003. The Supreme Court has ruled that such class members are not entitled to 
have a claim made by their executor. 


Please DO NOT CALL the registrar of the court or Justice Ellen M. Macdonald. They will not be able to answer your questions about the lawsuit. 


Normal CPP Rules Apply 
Not all Canadians are entitled to a Survivor's Pension. There are rules that apply equally 
to opposite sex and same sex relationships that must be followed in order to obtain 
a Survivor's Pension. Some of the important rules are as follows: 
(1)the survivor, at the time of their partners death, must have been the legal spouse 
or common law partner of the deceased contributor; 
(2)the deceased contributor must have contributed for the minimum contributory 
period; and 
(3)the survivor must have been over the age of thirty five at the time of their partners 
death or disabled. 
Legal Fees 
The amount of fees payable to Class Counsel by any individual class member will not 
exceed the amount of money payable to such individual. 
There will be no deduction from your current monthly pension for legal fees. Class Counsel 
will only be looking to arrears (back payments) for the payment for their fees. You may use 
your monthly Pension payments to meet your needs as you see fit without any concern 
about legal fees. 
The legal fees will be paid from three sources subject to court approval. First, the government 
was required to pay a contribution to the costs in respect of the trial and the appeal in this 
proceeding. This amount has been paid. However, the amount paid was not enough to pay 
the full legal fees owing by the class to class counsel as approved by the Court. Second, 
the Supreme Court confirmed that interest is payable on the amounts awarded in this 
proceeding. Once the interest rate is fixed by the court, the amount available will be used 
to reduce the amount of money owed by class members to class counsel. It currently 
appears that the amount that may be paid as interest will not be sufficient to fully reduce 
the fees owing to Class Counsel. The third potential source is the back payments or 
arrears. The Court will be asked to rule on the question of whether the balance of legal 
fees owed to class counsel can be deducted from up to 50 per cent of the arrears payable 
to class members under the ruling, as requested by class counsel. This payment from the 
arrears will not be made unless ordered by the Court. Once the court rules on this issue 
Class Members will be notified of the amount of arrears that they will be receiving and how 
their share of arrears will be paid. In no case will the legal fees payable by any class 
member exceed the amount they will receive for arrears or back payments. 


Future legal fees will also be subject to court approval. 
If you have any questions about this proceeding please contact Class Counsel in your area: 


In Saskatchewan and Alberta: 
Selnes, Kapoor & Klimm 
Attn: Bill Selnes 


In Ontario, Quebec, Northwest 
Territories, Yukon or Nunavut: 
Roy Elliott Kim O'Connor LLP 


Attn: Sean M. Grayson 
200 Front Street West 
P.O. Box #45 

Toronto, ON MS5V 3K2 

T. (416) 362-1989 

F. (416) 362-6204 

Toll Free: 1(866) 877-0109 
e-mail: cpp@reko.ca 
website www.reko.ca 


In Prince Edward Island, Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland & Labrador 
and New Brunswick 

McInnis Cooper 

Attn: Jennifer Biernaskie 
George Street Office 

1600-5151 George Street 

P.O. Box 730 

Halifax, NS B3J 2V1 

T. (902) 425-6500 

F. (902) 425-6350 
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417 Main Street 

Box 2200 

Melfort, SK SOE 1A0 
T. (306) 752-5777 

F. (306) 752-2712 


In Manitoba: 

Chapman Goddard Kagan 
Attn: Michael Law 

1864 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3J 0H2 
T. (204) 831-3106 

F. (204) 832-3461 


In British Columbia: 
Camp Fiorante Matthews 
Attn: Sharon Matthews 
4th Floor, Randall Building 
555 West Georgia Street, 
Vancouver, BC V6B 1Z6 
T. (604) 689-7555 

F. (604) 689-7554 
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Love Takes Time—Long- Term 
Partnerships Demand Hard Work 


by Josh Murray 


Snail mail, face-to-face meetings—and now meaningful relationships? Society’s 
increasing dependence on instant gratification is racking up victims faster than a 
slasher film. According to a 2007 study of relationships in the modern age, the 
seven-year itch of the 1950s is long forgotten—replaced by a newer, faster five- 
year model. Therapists and experts in the field have not changed their advice for 
those working to maintain long-term relationships, but they have been forced to 
adapt that advice. 


“It is normal for the type of bond to shift,” explains Beth Mares, an analytically- 
oriented psychotherapist based in Toronto with years of experience in same-sex 
relationship counseling. Mares’ practice welcomes relationships that require 
simple tune-ups as well as those with deep-seated problems. In her two decades 
of experience in Ontario, she has seen countless examples of couples that 
exemplify the course of (so-called) average relationships. 


“The initial ‘falling in love’ is typically extremely exciting and highly sexual, 
sometimes even obsessive, desperate and full of drama,’ Mares says. “For some 
people, when the drama goes, the spark goes but, for people who are capable of 
healthy and mature attachment, their attachment deepens over time if there is a 
good basis for it.” 


Even with a solid foundation, the stresses and changes of modern life can take 
a toll.““There is surely less social pressure to stay together than there used to be. 
It’s hard to say how our innate sexual interest works, 
because it is so confounded by culture; but | think it’s a 
good bet that if a relationship is based only or mainly on 
sexual attraction, it won’t last very long,” explains Mares. 


Since sexual attraction does play an important role in 
the success or failure of a relationship, the stresses of a 
long-term partnership can often take centre stage in the 
bedroom as well. “[Even] in good relationships, sex has its ups 
and downs.There are many reasons why this can happen—the most 
common being environmental: work stress, lack of sleep, lack of 
privacy, being too busy. Some couples are able to get back on track 
when the stressor is removed, but some get into the habit of not having sex or 
not enjoying sex and need professional help.” 


And those bored by their partner may be more inclined to stray—at least in 
spirit, if not in body. “Some people always have a wandering eye, and some never 
do,” says Mares. “However the average person is more likely to notice other 
attractive people when they are past the stage of being obsessed with a loved 
one.And they may pay even more attention if the couple is not getting along very 
well or is not having a good sex life.” 


In an odd twist, the intricacies of that sex life may also add extra pressure— 
with gay men and lesbians typically avoiding some of the pitfalls of similar, straight 
relationships. “Same sex couples are less likely to be raising children together so 
there tends to be less likelihood of maintaining a relationship that is not satis- 
fying,’ Mares says. 


While that may sound like a relief to those schooled in the power-single world 
of Sex and the City, Will and Grace and countless other sitcoms, the biggest 
problems in relationships—both new and old—can’t be easily solved in a pat 
thirty minutes. Blossoming loves can be tested by issues with former partners, 
fears of betrayal (also related, of course, to former partners), common insecuri- 
ties, immaturity and self-absorption.As relationships progress, though, one major 
challenge poses the biggest threat. “Sweeping problems under the rug,’ explains 
Mares. “Over time, unresolved conflicts cause a downhill spiral. Studies conclude 
that what predicts success in marriage is a couple’s ability to handle differences 
and conflict. Communication in a close relationship requires a lot of awareness 
and skill. It does get easier over time, though, if the relationship-building is 
successful.” 


Making the foundation of any partnership solid is not an easy task—though the 
best tips are so time-tested, they almost come across as clichéd to those living in 
a world more familiar with the ‘tell-it-like-it-is’ nature of Dr. Phil than the behind- 
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closed-doors mentality of earlier generations. “For some couples, making regular 
time to be alone together is all that is needed,” says Mares. “It is always impor- 
tant to discuss the problem. If a couple can’t—or has tried and it hasn’t helped, 
the best thing would be to see a good marital therapist to help sort out what is 
causing the problem and what to do about it.” And, in case a romantic escape 
from stress seems like a much more simple solution, it should also be noted that 
quick fixes seldom do the trick. “The romantic dream vacation is not likely to 
work. The causes of the problem need to be found and addressed,” Mares states. 


Despite dedicated work—discussions and debates, trials and tribulations—any 
partnership can undoubtedly be tested. It may take the traditional seven years, a 
shorter five year span or even just a matter of months. In the end, with mutual 
respect, honest and open communication and a valued equality between partners, 
long-term relationships can provide a reward worth all of that effort. Even if they 
do come with a little bit of homework. 


For more info, visit www3.sympatico.ca/beth/ W 
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By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Aurora was the Roman goddess of the dawn, so it’s fitting that Manitoba’s first 
ever youth camp for gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans and queer supportive youth took 
on the name when it was held last August. 


Dawn brings images of light, hope and rebirth and the four-day camp certainly 
achieved some of that when it was held last August, just outside Winnipeg. So 
successful was the event that organizers plan an expanded one this summer, with 
up to forty participants instead of the thirty who took part last year. 


Jennifer Davis, a lesbian filmmaker and health researcher, says inspiration for the 
idea came from a similar camp for youth—Camp fYrefly—held in Edmonton. She 
was so impressed with the Edmonton idea that she volunteered to help at it and 
took four friends along from Manitoba. 


In Edmonton she offered reiki sessions and the others all helped out, with 
some funding help from the Snowy Owl Monarchist Society, a Winnipeg drag 


group. 
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“When we got back to Manitoba | knew we had to do this and | got some 
friends together and got on with it,” she says.““We formed a five-member steering 
committee and started to raise money. Our reception was very positive with 
many adults saying they wished they’d had a youth camp when they were first 
coming out.” 


Fees were limited to $25 per participant for the four days and anyone with a 
serious lack of funds was quietly given free admission. Major sponsors included 
the Winnipeg Foundation, the Rainbow Resource Centre, Healthy Child Manitoba 
and many smaller donors. 


Camp Aurora gives GLBT youth the opportunity to get advice on a number of 
issues, including health and wellness. They also receive counselling that may other- 
wise be difficult to access. 


Davis says another aim is to build leadership capabilities and resiliency in the 
gay community. “It’s one of the only places where queer kids can get together and 
be supported,” she says. “They are who they are, and here they can be who they 
are.” 


Campers’ ages ranged from fourteen to twenty-one, with older campers acting 
as peer leaders. For the expanded camp in 2008, they plan to offer specific 
training for the leaders. She says events fell into three categories: arts and crafts; 
outdoors events and games; and workshops on self-awareness and self-improve- 
ment. 


There were also reiki sessions as well as singsongs, arts and crafts, games, 
discussions on addictions, talks on body images, making an e-zine and even belly 
dancing. 


For the more energetic there was even a climbing wall. A very good artist 
contributed a great deal to the event, as did a couple of singing cooks who also 
acted as leaders. Adding to the fun, some local drag performers also dropped in 
and produced a show. 


“We also had a talent show and had three regular mealtimes each day,” says 
Davis.““We made sure we built in a lot of relaxation time to give campers a chance 
to relax and socialize.” 


Jonny Sopotiuk, another volunteer on the five-person steering committee, says 
he was inspired to help bring such a camp to Manitoba after witnessing the 
incredible effect Edmonton’s Camp fYrefly had in instilling confidence in GLBT 
youth. 


Sopotiuk, who is twenty-one and works at Winnipeg’s Rainbow Resource 
Centre as a youth program liaison officer, says some strong friendships are one 
result of the camping experience. 


“Even before it was over many were asking when the 2008 camp would be 
held, so now we feel we have to have a second. Word spreads quickly and we’ve 
already had inquiries from people who want to attend. Besides Manitoba, some 
are in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario.” 


He says a month after the camp about half the participants got together for a 
sushi dinner, so the networking established there was clearly flourishing. 


Sopotiuk says he’s heard from several parents who were amazed at how the 
camp experience changed their GLBT offspring. “They feel they’ve just grown and 
blossomed and have so much more confidence now,” he says. “I was eighteen 
when | came out myself, so the challenges of that are still fresh in my own mind 
and | think a camp like this really empowers people.” 


Co-organizer Jennifer Davis says many healthy friendships were formed at the 
camp, with many people staying in touch through Facebook, the online website. 
She says many participants were understandably nervous on the first day and 
that’s one reason such camps need a volunteer core of skilled facilitators. 


“The young people soon felt relaxed enough to be their true selves,” she says. 
“The camp gave them validation for who they are and their orientation was not 
only accepted but celebrated, which is not the case in the outside world.” 


Manitoba has a few schools with clubs for gay/straight alliances and any youth 
who are straight but queer-positive are also encouraged to attend. The ratio of 
males to females at the first camp was about half and half, according to Sopotiuk. 


The next hurdle for 2008 will be raising the needed funds for an expanded 
camp, which will likely be held again in August, just before school resumes. 


Fundraising is unlikely to be a problem since many adults in the GLBT commu- 
nity are strongly supportive of the initiative and only wish a Camp Aurora had 
existed in their own youth, when coming out and being proud was often a painful, 
punishing and isolating experience. 


You can contact camp organizers by phone at (204) 797-4630 or by email at 
auroracamp@yahoo.ca. W 


Photos Courtesy: Camp Aurora Steering Committee 
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Costa Ri¢a 


“Pura Vida” 


Could it possibly be the Garden of Eden? You don’t have 
to be an expert horticulturist or even an avid gardener to 
enjoy the vibrant colours of the unique flora and fauna that 
envelop the countryside and urban gardens in Costa Rica. 
Anyone who enjoys untouched forests and the scents and 
sights of beautiful flowers—and what gay person doesn’t?— 
will agree that Costa Rica is the garden of Central America. 
It’s a small country with just over fifty thousand square 
kilometers—approximately two thirds the size of New 
Brunswick—with a population of about 4.5 million “Ticos” 
as Costa Ricans are affectionately nick-named (derived from 
their affinity for ending words with the Spanish suffix “tico” 
or “tica” meaning ‘little’). One learns very quickly about the 
Tico’s great pride concerning their environmental preserva- 
tion and conservation. As you travel around this country 
you will appreciate the untouched tropical rain forests, 
beautiful natural sandy beaches, earthy landscape and 
villages that are being kept unspoiled for the Costa Rican 
citizens and for the enjoyment of eco-tourists and outdoor 
enthusiasts. 


With the Caribbean Sea to the east and the Pacific Ocean 
to the west, a mountainous interior with approximately 280 
volcanoes—seven of which are currently active—Costa 
Rica offers a veritable feast of outdoor activities in spectac- 
ular surroundings. The rainforests with their misty waterfalls 
and pristine lagoons are abundant with indigenous wildlife 
including humming birds, parrots, toucans, and other exotic 
birds, monkeys, butterflies and more. From wind-surfing, sea 
kayaking, parasailing, and surf boarding on the oceans, to 
horse back trail rides, white water rafting and the renowned 
tree-top canopy tours or back-packing through the forests, 
enjoying the volcanic hot springs, and simply relaxing on the 
sun drenched beaches—Costa Rica offers an adventure 
with nature. No wonder the venturesome gay tourist is 
discovering this tropical paradise and enjoying the gay 
coastal resorts and smaller urban gay hotels. 


Arriving in Costa Rica you will probably land at the San 
José International Airport after a fairly lengthy journey. 
Although everything is close to this central capital city, the 
roads are not speedy highways and the other smaller 
airports in the outlying districts are served with intermit- 
tent flight schedules. So it is very practical to make a short 
stopover in San José for a more comfortable journey to 
your holiday resort, hotel or mountain lodge and again at 
the end of your vacation. The city has much to offer in local 
markets for shopping, historic buildings like the National 
Theatre and National Museum or Government Buildings, 
pedestrian shopping streets, gay nightlife, restaurants, sight- 
seeing, local culture and more. 


Although Costa Rica passed legislation in 1999 making 
discrimination against sexual and other minorities illegal, the 
Ticos are very religious, thus the gay culture is tolerated 
with a policy rather like the United States Military “Don’t 
Ask-Don’t Tell” and overtly public gay acts are frowned 
upon. The legal age of consent is eighteen and homosexual 
acts are legal but walking down the street holding your 


partner’s hand might cause some raised eyebrows and 
would be better kept for inside a gay establishment of which 
there are many throughout Costa Rica. Having said that, you 
will find the Ticos to be very gay-friendly. 


Driving to the Pacific Coast from San José is about a four 
to five hour journey allowing for relaxing stops along the 
way, or time to observe the crocodiles along the banks of 
the Rio Tarcoles near the Carara Wildlife Refuge, or 
watching the surfers at the Playo Jaco where international 
surfing competitions are held and lunch at one of the attrac- 
tive small-town restaurants along the route. The roads are 
narrow, winding and go from sea to sky in a very short 
distance making for a memorable and sometimes hair- 
raising journey with great photo opportunities at every turn 
in the road. The Playa Hermosa—Beautiful Beach—is one of 
the longest white sand beaches you will probably ever see 
and is also very popular amongst the surfer crowd at 
certain times of the year when the waves are cresting 
perfectly. 


The small Pacific coastal towns of Quepos and Manuel 
Antonio have become the largest gay haven in Costa Rica 
with several gay resort complexes, bars and cafes. The main 
beach at Manuel Antonio is extremely long, with coral-white 
sand, a gentle crystal-blue ocean, and rocky islands just a 
short distance from shore and at the entrance to the 
Manuel Antonio National Park. Skirting the beach is a wide 
variety of cafes, shops and restaurants for your daytime 
pleasure and every kind of beach activity is available—with 
equipment rentals.A hike in the national park will bring rich 
rewards for bird watchers, wildlife observers or those 
seeking an undeveloped more private beach experience. 
Nearby is La Playita—Little Beach—that has attracted a 
large gay population since the 1970’s but recently a condo- 
minium development along the shoreline has made this 
beach more public. However, the local gay community and 
gay visitors have staked a claim and the majority of beach- 
goers are still gay, but the illegal practice of nude sunbathing 
has been subdued by local police patrols. The gay beach aura 
still exists and can be enjoyed after a short walk along the 
rocks from the main beach. All beaches in Costa Rica are 
public domain by law and no one can claim a beach as totally 
private even if they own the land adjacent to the beach so 
the rainbow flag will continue to fly as long as the commu- 
nity shows up. 


In the village of Manuel Antonio are several gay resorts. 
The town is situated high up on the cliffs overlooking the 
ocean bay and National Park, with spectacular views— 
especially for those romantic sunsets. The Casa Blanca 
Hotel is a reasonably priced gay-owned and operated 
resort with lush tropical gardens, two swimming pools, 
sundeck, self-service poolside bar and much more. They 
offer discounts for stays of one week or longer and break- 
fast can be added for a nominal seven dollars per day. The 
rooms are large and comfortable with free local phone 
service and air conditioning—not a standard hotel feature 
in Costa Rica. This is the perfect get-away for a quiet or 


romantic vacation with plenty of gay amenities and sports nearby. The best place 
to watch the sunset and then dine under the stars is the nearby gay-friendly Barba 
Roja Restaurant where the views are spectacular and the food is equal in delight 
to the sunset. 


When there are so many volcanoes to see in one country it’s important to 
select the one most likely to put on a show. If you are looking for a little 
“volcanic” excitement in Costa Rica the choice would be Aranel volcano, 
renowned as the most active in the Americas. You might even feel the ground 
tremble and see the night sky explode with ash and lava in a natural fireworks 
display. Or you might just get to enjoy the volcano’s hot springs at Bali Hot 
Springs Hotel, Resort and Spa. Either way it will be another memorable experi- 
ence in this amazing vacation playground of biodiversity. Here you can also stay 
overnight or for a few days—from only sixty dollars per night—at the new gay 
Palo Verde Resort with ten awesome cabins, lagoon swimming pool with wet bar 
and cascading waterfalls, jacuzzi, party center and an amazing view of the volcano. 


Whether you're a nature lover or adventure junkie, the treetop canopy tours 
are a must-do activity during your stay. Canopy in this instance refers to the sky 
and a canopy tour of the forests is one of the most well known attractions of 
Costa Rica. See the forest as the monkeys do—high above the tree line— 
swinging from the treetops on a zip-line, from platform to platform, for a once- 
in-a-lifetime experience! 

More sedate activities include plantation tours featuring coffee, banana, sugar 
cane, papaya, yucca, avocado or giant African Palm plants or jungle tours visiting 
waterfalls and lagoons. Expediciones Nationales offers a wide range of tours 
throughout Costa Rica ranging from four-hour trips to day tours or overnight 
adventures plus weekend ae to phe oeene: They can even customize a tour to 

: seer, travel at your own pace. 


In a country with so 
much variety and 
-, adventure to offer it is 
» beneficial to consult 

with a gay travel expert 
before you leave home. 
A local gay travel agency 
can ensure you savor all 
that gay Costa Rica has 
to offer and the gay staff 
at Tiquicia Travel located 
in the heart of old San 
José are the perfect 
specialists to assist with 
, your vacation planning. 
The owner, Yerick, 


speaks English, French and of 
course Spanish to assist with you 
all your travel plans from airport 
transfers, country-wide accommodations, specialty tours, tour guides or excur- 
sions and they even have their own hotel above their offices for a convenient low- 
cost stay in San José. They can provide expert local advice and ensure that your 
vacation is a positive gay experience in this tropical paradise. Also, tour guide 
eo—who speaks perfect English—can help you to discover Costa Rica and plan 
custom tours for your own personal agenda. Leo can be reached at 
fazur07@gmail.com and Tiquicia Travel at tiquicia@racsa.co.cr; either will ensure 
your holiday is filled with wonderful gay memories. 


Before heading home, on your last night in San José you might want to enjoy 
dinner in the tropical gardens at The Gardens Restaurant in the historic old town 
Barrio Aman. They specialise in fresh seafood and local steaks in a Rancho-style 
bar and grill. You may not believe you’re on this earth during this one last chance 
to enjoy the Garden of Eden a la Costa Rica before returning to your routine 
lifestyle. 


This is the vacation where you will definitely have time to stop and smell the 
flowers! A paradise where 852 species of birds and thousands of varieties of 
orchids live in harmony together and the locals are determined to keep it that 
way for generations to come. 


The Ticos have a widely used expression—“Pura Vida” —which, loosely trans- 
lated means “everything’s good”. On your vacation to this paradise, you will soon 
discover how this phrase evolved into the Costa Rican vernacular. W 
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Bill’s Perfect 10! 


By Jason Krell 


Themed “Fashionable People Doing Fabulous Things”, the Bill Brooks Annual 
Prostate Cancer Gala once again exceeded the expectations of its loyal atten- 
dees. The January 25 event, held at the Calgary Hyatt Regency, raised $400,000 
(including a match by the Rockyview Development Council) for prostate cancer 
research, education and treatment. 


This year marked the tenth anniversary of the event, which many Calgarians 
consider the “it” fundraiser of the year. This year’s sell-out event included a 
performance by The Mocking Shadows, a silent auction, gourmet food and 
martinis. 


In total, the event has raised $2.4 million dollars since its start as a one-time 
winemakers’ dinner. Mark Wilson approached Brooks with the idea for the 
fundraiser a decade ago and asked if there was a charitable cause he would like 
to support. Brooks, who lost an uncle to prostate cancer a few years earlier, 
immediately jumped at the chance to support the cause. “Prostate cancer is a 
cause close to my heart as it has impacted my family, and at that time | didn’t think 
there was anything being done about it.” 


“We had eighty people show up and raised $15,000—I was thrilled,’ says 
Brooks. “Not in my wildest dreams could | have imagined the event would be 
going strong after ten years.” 


Brooks is quick to point out that although he gets the spotlight at the event, 
his committee deserves a lot of credit for it’s ongoing success. “I have the best 
committee in the city, many of whom have been working on this with me since 
the start.” 


Larry Clausen has chaired the event for the last six years after being 
approached by his long-time friend Bill. “l needed someone like Larry, someone 
who could make sure we stayed fresh and relevant,’ says Brooks. Clausen’s 
successful career in communications made him a natural fit for the job. 


The man who some committee members consider the voice of reason, 
Clausen admits he was concerned about how dysfunctional the tight-knit 
committee appeared when he took the role. “It didn’t take long for me to realize 
that their zaniness was part of their charm, and they always manage to pull off a 
successful event.” 


Three years ago, Clausen was researching other prostate cancer events and 
organizations and discovered that there was no universal icon for prostate cancer 
like the pink ribbon is for breast cancer.After much thought, he came up with the 
“fighting to win” campaign and a pin in the shape of a pair of blue and white boxer 
shorts. 


Over 100,000 of the pins ended up on lapels across Western Canada, largely 
due to sponsorship from Enbridge and distribution through Canada Safeway. The 
boxer shorts pin has become increasingly recognizable as a symbol for prostate 


coat check and even a cab if you 
need one. Brooks says, “I find it 
annoying when people pay 
hundreds of dollars on tickets to 
an event and then have to line up 
for drink tickets. We prefer that 
people reach for their wallets to 
make a donation or buy an 
auction item.” 


This year’s silent auction 
included 52 items ranging from 
original artwork, furniture, 


vacations and more. In total, the 
auction raised $77,000, with the 
highest valued item being six 
hours flying time on a private jet. 
Other unique items included a 
private shopping night at Harry 
Rosen for 25 guests with 
cocktails, and a guaranteed round 
of golf every week of the 2008 
season at Cottonwood Golf and 
Country Club. 


Proceeds from the event are 
matched by the Calgary Health 
Trust and are going to the 
Southern Alberta Urology Centre at the Rockyview Hospital in southwest 
Calgary. When completed in fall 2009, the $25 million project will be a one-stop 
shop for everything urological related. It is expected to take the wait time (from 
diagnosis to treatment) from six months to six weeks. 


Marlene Lam, Calgary Health Trust Director of Events, Sponsorship and 
Lotteries says, “Thanks to Bill and his committee’s initiatives we've come a long 
way in bringing awareness to prostate cancer in the city and each dollar raised 
gets us closer to opening the new centre.” 


Knowing that construction of the urology centre is moving full-steam ahead, 
there will be more fundraisers to come. Brooks hopes to see more fundraising 
efforts taking place throughout the year to help build the centre. Last year, he 
received donations from raffles and other initiatives across the city. 


Another goal for the event is to improve attendance by gay men, which has 
steadily increased over the last few years. Brooks says, “We hope for even more 
support from the gay community, as prostate cancer is not just a straight disease, 
gays get it too. Besides, our straight guests agree that they make the party more 
fun.” 


For more information on the 2009 event, visit thetrust.ca. W 


cancer and other men’s health organizations across Canada have adopted the - 


brand. 


The boxer shorts brand carried over in 2005 when Clausen came up with the 
idea of boxer shorts design competition and accompanying calendar. The result 
was scantily clad models wearing underwear dressed with jewels, feathers, plastic 
fruit and even chain links. 


Each year since, the boxers have made an appearance at the event, either being 
worn by muscled go-go dancers or by Brooks himself. “It’s good for a laugh and 
it might clear out the room but at least | don’t need to stuff my boxers like some 
of the dancers do,” jokes Brooks. 


Clausen and Brooks agree that the event continues to be a success because 
although guests know they 
are there to support the 
cause, they aren’t hit over the 
head with long, boring 
m™ speeches. “Information — is 
| available to guests and there 
are opportunities to meet 
survivors, but we focus on 
creating an event that 
celebrates life,’ says Brooks. 
“We want to make sure 
everyone has a good time, so 
there’s always great food, 
dancing and _— unlimited 
hooch.” 

The “Bum Ball” one of the 
few charity events where the 
ticket price covers every- 
thing—entry, food, drinks, 
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New Government Raises Old Fears 
By Rick Pollard 


Many queer community activists are greeting the election of a Saskatchewan 
Party government in our province with trepidation. 


“Obviously, with a conservative party in government, we’re worried about our 
rights being rolled back since they haven’t been supportive in the past,” says 
Donna Smith with the Solidarity and Pride Committee of the Saskatchewan 
Federation of Labour. “And it’s difficult to imagine them moving forward with 
anything new for the queer community.” 


Certainly, Smith doesn’t have to look far to find cause for concern. 


Newly elected Saskatchewan Party MLA Serge Leclerc once referred to the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms as a “piece of garbage”. This would be 
the same Charter of Rights that was instrumental in helping queer Canadians 
achieve legal equality, including equal marriage rights. 


In June 1993, the Saskatchewan 
Party’s predecessors in the Progressive 
Conservative Party opposed the inclu- 
sion of sexual orientation as a prohib- 
ited ground of discrimination in the 
Saskatchewan Human Rights Code. 
Many read from letters written by their 
constituents condemning “homosexual 
practices” as immoral and unnatural. 
One MLA told the _ legislature, 
“Anybody believes that a gay lifestyle, 
the gay society, is a normal lifestyle 
then | would say the members that 
believe that are not normal 
themselves.” Several of those MLAs sit 
as members of the Saskatchewan Party 
government today. 


In July 2001, the former NDP 
government passed legislation that 
amended twenty-four pieces of legisla- 
tion and extended to common-law 
same sex and opposite sex couples the same rights as married opposite sex 
couples. Only five Saskatchewan Party members supported the legislation. 


Premier Brad Wall 


Given that history, many members of the queer community are understandably 
wary of the province’s new government. But others are willing to give them a 
chance. “We're looking forward to hearing from a member of the new govern- 
ment so we can begin the process of dialogue,” says Nathan Seckinger, executive 
director of the Centre for Sexuality and Gender Diversity at the University of 
Regina. “But we haven’t heard from anyone yet.” 


Many believe that the community’s recent success in achieving legal equality, 
including equal marriage rights, will shield Saskatchewan queers from direct 
attacks. In 2004, the Saskatchewan courts legalized equal marriage for same-sex 
couples. Following that decision, then-Justice Minister Frank Quennell announced 
that the province’s marriage commissioners would be obliged to uphold the law 
and perform civil marriages for same sex couples. The NDP believed that public 
servants did not have the right to exclude certain members of the public from 
receiving services to which they were otherwise legally entitled. 


The equal marriage debate is not, however, completely settled. Marriage 
Commissioner Orville Nichols launched a complaint with the province’s Human 
Rights Commission, claiming discrimination on the basis of religion. That 
complaint was dismissed. A complaint has now been laid against the seventy-year- 
old Baptist by a same sex couple whom Nichols refused to marry.At the time this 
article was written, the Human Rights Tribunal had not yet issued its decision in 
the matter. 


1° 


Moreover, a few legal victories have not helped all queer people to feel “pretty 
in pink”. Indeed, the ongoing discrimination faced by gay and lesbian people, and 
the homophobia that many queer people internalize, continues to take a painfully 
high toll. 


“The major issues facing Saskatchewan queers in the coming years will be 
health and wellness,” Seckinger believes. Data compiled by the Canadian Rainbow 
Health Coalition suggests that he is right. The Coalition’s studies show that 
homophobia is the cause of more than 5,500 premature deaths every year in 
Canada, and costs the Canadian economy more than $8-billion annually. 


Those statistics are the result of a number of significant and unique health 
issues facing Canadian queers including: 


- A suicide rate among gay men that may be as much as fourteen times higher 
than that of the general male population. 


- Higher levels of substance abuse, smoking, eating disorders and depression. 


- A greater chance of being homeless or being the victim of sexual abuse. 


- A greater susceptibility to certain types of cancer and, in the case of gay men, 
a greater risk of becoming infected with hepatitis A, a disease that can be 
prevented through proper immunization. 


All of these problems are compounded by difficulty in getting the specialized 
health services queer people need because we're afraid to be honest with our 
health care providers, and because many of those providers don’t understand our 
needs. 


Put another way, homophobia is literally making us sick. 


Seckinger believes that the top priority for the queer community in Regina 
should be to secure funding for a new GLBT community health centre, something 
that Saskatoon has and Regina does not. Indeed, one test of future governments’ 
support for queer equality may be their willingness to provide funding for special- 
ized health care services that address the unique needs of gay and lesbian people. 


Unfortunately, the Saskatchewan Party campaigned during the election against 
funding for a new prescription drug program planned by the former NDP 
government, citing the need to recruit more nurses and other health providers 
as a higher priority. It may be difficult to secure funding for specialized health care 
services from a government that has refused to provide universal prescription 
drug coverage to the general population. 


There are also more direct, and obvious, threats to the safety and security of 
gay and lesbian people. Nationally, at least seventy per cent of GLBT people 
report being verbally abused and twenty-five per cent report being physically 
abused. They are also less likely to report such incidents to the police. 


Homophobic bullying remains a problem in many Saskatchewan schools. 


Efforts to form gay-straight alliances are often stymied, particularly in the 
province’s Catholic School system. Many gay teachers still hide their sexual orien- 
tation out of fear that someone will accuse them of being a pedophile. 


Access to support services remains uneven. Many gays and lesbians have built 
enclaves for themselves in many Canadian cities. But more than sixty per cent of 
Saskatchewan’s population still lives outside Regina and Saskatoon. “In the rural 
communities, we need to continue building outreach programs to ensure safety 
for queer people, and in particular, to reach out to queer youth,” says Seckinger. 


Unfortunately, in a province where the level of racism against the growing First 
Nations and Métis population is rising, even within the queer community, there 
has never been a concerted provincial anti-racism strategy. If Saskatchewan is 
reluctant to tackle the higher-profile issue of racism, it may simply be unrealistic 
to expect a provincial government to tackle homophobia. 


Nevertheless, there is some cause for cautious optimism. Four Saskatchewan 
Party members who voted to extend rights to common-law same sex spouses in 
2001—Bill Boyd, Yogi Huygebaeart, Dan D’Autremont and Ken Krawetz—are 
members of the new government. 


Ken Krawetz may be the person best positioned to make a difference, since he 
now serves as both Deputy Premier and Minister of Education. He has already 
announced plans to tackle obesity in the province’s schoolchildren. If he made a 
similar commitment to tackle homophobic bullying in the province’s schools, and 
faced down potential opposition from rural school divisions boards to do it, he 
could yet emerge as a champion of queer people. 


It is now up to the Saskatchewan Party to confound people’s expectations, or 
confirm their worst fears. W 
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Reviews 


By Dale Smith 


DVD: Coffee Date 

Directed by: Stewart Wade 
From: tla Releasing 
Running Time: 94 minutes 
Release Date: 2007 


Coffee Date initially began as a short film that 
played film festivals worldwide and won several 
awards. As writer/director Stewart Wade 
travelled to these festivals, the audiences kept 
asking what happened to Todd and Kelly, the 
two main characters. And so an expanded feature film was born. 


As the film opens, Todd (Jonathan Bray) has just been set up on a date by his 
brother Barry (Jonathan Silverman), but while Todd and his date have exchanged 
emails, they didn’t exchange photos. When he goes to meet his date, he finds that 
Kelly (Wilson Cruz) is really a man, and that Barry had been playing a practical joke 
the whole time. But Todd and Kelly had enough in common—both being film 
buffs—that they became fast friends and decided to take the joke even further and 
make Barry think that his plan had worked, that Todd really had made a genuine date 
of it with Kelly. 


Barry quickly phones their mother (Sally Kirkland) to tell her the news, and she 
rushes to town and contacts PFLAG and tries to be as supportive as she can. Todd 
tries to assure her that he’s not gay, but everyone quickly adds up the pieces—Todd 
has never really been athletic, he’s not really dated since his divorce and he is a little 
too neat and tidy—and it quickly snowballs, while Todd’s protests of his heterosex- 
uality are quickly lost in the din. 


Coffee Date could very easily have been a run of the mill story about a simple 
misunderstanding or someone coming to terms with coming out, but what 
impressed me most is just how well the film managed to resist the easy outs at any 
given opportunity. Every time one assumes that the film will follow the usual 
cinematic route at each particular juncture, the expectations are quickly subverted 
and the course changes in a different and unexpected direction. 
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Cinematically speaking, the film is well shot and manages to avoid most of the 
low-budget traps that gay independent cinema tends to fall into. That such a great 
cast including some recognisable names as Cruz, Silverman and Deborah Gibson is 
an added bonus. Overall, the film is funny, delightful, but most of all it keeps the 
viewers engaged precisely because it doesn’t take the easy road and keeps the 
viewer guessing just what the outcome will be, right up until the very last scene. 
Wade deserves much applause for his outstanding writing. 


Music: The Habit - The Sacred and the Profane 
(Independent) 


The Habit are local Ottawa musicians made 
good. More than just a staple at local festivals, the 
band has attained international attention when 
their first single from The Sacred and the Profane, 
Fighter, made headlines. The song was a message 
to Prime Minister Stephen Harper in support of 
same-sex marriage rights in advance of the 
December 2006 vote. It was quickly picked up on 
websites and newswires around the world, where 
within a week, it had been translated into Spanish, German, Flemish and Japanese. 


The Sacred and the Profane is The Habit’s first full-length CD, and its sound is diffi- 
cult to classify. For starters, there are eight musicians in the band, four of them 
providing vocals (one female), which brings a lot of talent to the table. The guitars 
of rock, the hooks of pop, the folky touches that include violins and saxophones, all 
supporting the rich tones of Darren Rogers’ voice. They even include rare instru- 
ments such as a djembe on a few of the tracks. The diversity of instruments that 
such a large ensemble brings means there is a much fuller soundtrack to the lyrics. 
The production is polished without being overpowering, and tempo-wise, the album 
is fairly even and relaxed in its sound. 


THE HABIT 


Thematically, the album speaks of the complexities of relationships, from hook- 
ups gone wrong (the haunting and moody St. Urbandan St.) to bad relationships that 
you just can’t bring yourself to leave (the surprisingly upbeat Get Away), and even 
to finding salvation through shooting (the aptly titled The Spanish Song, given its use 
of Spanish guitar). The aforementioned Fighter is a surprisingly mellow track for a 
call to arms, though its message is not lost in the deceptive sweetness of its melody. 
The bonus track of Stoke It Up is probably the most upbeat, party track of the 
album, though it is regrettably all too short. 


The Sacred and the Profane is a fairly contemplative album that is full of hooks and 
harmonies that will sway you. thehabit.ca 


Books: M4M - For an Hour or Forever — The Gay Man’s 
Guide to Fining Love Online 


Author: Jack Mauro 
Publisher: Simon Spotlight Entertainment, 2007 


It has become a fact of our modern world that more 
people are staying away from the traditional places of 
meeting people—bars—and are instead staying in and 
looking for love and sex online. And while that may seem 
to be an easy proposition of just logging on and diving in, 
the reality is that it’s not always such an easy proposition. 


Enter Jack Mauro. Mauro has been a columnist for 
OutPersonals.com since 2005, and he has seen his share of 
the online dating scene—the good and the bad. Having 
seen success stories and complete and utter train wrecks, Mauro has taken it upon 
himself to tell it like it is. 


MAM is a fairly quick and simple read, which is good, because the Internet dating 
scene shouldn't be that complicated. The book is also not geared towards any 
particular level of ability when it comes to working with the Internet—it’s neither 
too complex in its technical language, nor is it so pedantic as to turn off experi- 
enced surfers. One thing that Mauro does with his no-nonsense tone is to dispel 
all the myths that you may have had about it. Myths like the acceptability of using 
lines like “Life’s too short!” in your profile, or saying that you like “fun.’ With 
gentle—if mocking—humour, Mauro gives you the what to do when building 
profiles and using the various sites out there, but more importantly, Mauro tells you 
in no uncertain terms what not to do. And judging from the profiles that many of 
us have seen out in our online travels, there are a lot of people who need to learn 
what not to do. 


If there is any failing in M4M, it is that the book does cater more to an American 
audience than one that is more broadly North American. With many of Mauro’s 
default references being those of AOL—which is virtually non-existent in Canada 
last time | checked—it can be a bit frustrating for those who have no experience 
with it having to translate it to our local service providers. Nevertheless, Mauro 
has given us an easy to follow and entertaining guide to the world of online dating 
that is a must-read for anyone either currently searching or who plans to search for 
that someone—be it for an hour or forever. 
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In Celebration of Winter 


By Ralph Higgins 


Why is it that the shortest month of the year can seem the longest? We've 
gotten through the holiday rush and celebratory excesses of December; we 
shovelled, slogged and littered January with broken resolutions and now February 
arrives with the clatter of icicles hitting the sidewalk and it seems hard to 
remember a time when it wasn’t endless winter. No matter what the Groundhog 
says, spring is still a long way off. 

Let’s face it - February can be dreary but there are ways to cope with the 
mental and emotional stress. Here are a few ideas I’ve used to relieve the 
February Fatigues. 


Starlight Picnic - One of the things most resented about winter is how it 
restricts outside activity. It gets dark early, it’s cold, and quite frankly it’s 
depressing. Fight that tendency to hibernate by having a midnight picnic. Gather 
a few friends and get away to the cottage, or rent a cabin. Escape the light pollu- 
tion of the city and rediscover the nighttime sky. Take a thermos of cocoa and a 
basket of low carb nibblies. 


If there is access to a safe and legal spot to have a bonfire it will be magical. Be 
responsible, make sure there is a designated driver or a place everyone can spend 
the night. That way all can share in the champagne chilled in a snow bank. No 
way to leave the city? Go to the park or just bundle up with coats and blankets 
and sit under the trees in the back yard. Anyone can do a picnic in the summer. 
Winter picnics require ingenuity and creativity. Once back inside, you can share 
the bread, pickled herring, cheese and wine in front of the fireplace, or light the 
room with candles. The key thing is to break with routine, to be with friends and 
to share a laugh together. 


Do-it-yourself Queer Film Festival - Everyone pitches in a few bucks 
towards a prize—like a bottle of gin, cinema tickets, a gift certificate for a 
favourite boutique—then all decide on a theme. It can be something as simple as 
Queer Cinema but you will need some guidelines otherwise you run the risk of 
having C.R.A.Z.Y. and Mambo Italiano followed by Jeff Stryker’s greatest hits. Of 
course, you can make it an all-porn festival, depending on how close you and your 
friends want to get but it will make a difference in the size and shape of the 
winner’s trophy. 

Other things to consider: Will you allow foreign language films? (Some people 
hate sub-titles and/or can’t read fast enough.) Classic or current films? Both? 
Must the film have a gay storyline or only need a performance by a queer actor? 
Gay icons? A Bette Davis vs. Joan Crawford marathon gives lots of opportunity 
for campy comments from the audience. 


Each participant brings a favourite film, votes (secret ballot) and the winner 
makes an acceptance speech. Scheduling is easy if you have four or five people. 
One film Friday night, two Saturday and one or two Sunday followed by a victory 
dinner. Make it as casual or as intense a rivalry as you like—remembering some 
people can get very competitive, so keep it civilized. 


Queer Celebrity dinners - Take turns hosting dinners celebrating well- 
known gay stars in literature, film, art or music. Some have birthdays in February 


like Nathan Lane, Gertrude Stein, or Peter Allen but really you can choose anyone 
queer to build a theme around. How about sushi for Mishima? Serve borscht 
and vodka for Tchaikovsky and let Pyotr Ilyich himself provide the dinner music. 
Serve tapas and sangria for Garcia Lorca with flamenco guitars in the background, 
or something as simple as peanuts and champagne for Quentin Crisp. It’s more 
interesting if there is a little research into the celeb’s life and gay trivia always 
helps the conversational ball to get rolling. Each person can take total responsi- 
bility for food, wine, atmosphere, setting or you can arrange among yourselves to 
do a potluck in keeping with the theme. Read poetry or quotes, show copies of 
paintings, use food items mentioned in song lyrics. For Valentine’s, how about Cole 
Porter? You can decide whether to serve your guests “the real turtle soup—or is 
it the mock?” and the song “You're the Top” has endless possibilities for the 
naughty and creative mind. Do a “Who Am I?” dinner where 
your guests have to guess the celebrity by the food and other 
hints. 


Pink Triangle Day - If you are not in a relationship or 
you just don’t like the schmaltzy gooey overblown romanti- 
cism of Valentine’s Day, you can avoid all the hype and still 
celebrate February 14. The year 2008 will mark the twenty- 
ninth anniversary of Pink Triangle Day in Canada. Bet a lot 
of you didn’t know that. 


In 1979 the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights Coalition, at their 

annual conference, celebrated the legal victory of the officers of Pink Triangle 
Press on being acquitted on obscenity charges for an article that had appeared in 
Xtra. Since the court decision was handed down on February 14, and to challenge 
the prevailing heterosexist media version of Valentine’s Day, it was decided to 
make Pink Triangle Day an annual gay holiday in which we could celebrate all the 
significant people in our lives—gay, straight, friends, lovers or family of any kind. 
Rather than perpetuate the notion that being part of a couple was the only satis- 
fying goal, Pink Triangle Day would celebrate the whole range of important 
relationships that enrich our lives. A time to let friends and family know that we 
value and appreciate them with a card or gift. 


Another suggestion was to have February |4 as the date for a queer winter 
carnival. Imagine that happening coast to coast! I’ve already got some great ideas 
for snow sculptures! W 
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Love is in the Air! 


By Doug Ross 


Despite the freezing cold weather forecast for most of Canada this winter season, 
and thanks to the possibility that love and romance are headed your way, February 
2008 is shaping up to be one extremely hot month indeed. For starters, the U.S. 
Greeting Card Association estimates that approximately one billion Valentine’s Day 
cards are sent annually on a worldwide basis. That’s a whole lotta love! So, if you’ve 
done your fair share of circulating recently, then hopefully you'll also receive your fair 
share of recognition because after all, l'amour, l'amour, l'amour la merrier! 


But if you happen to be in Toronto on Feb. 14 without a lot of cards to read, don’t 
sit around crying over spilled milk. Instead, remember Oscar Wilde’s sage advice “to 
love one’s self is the beginning of a lifelong romance” then slap on a sexy smile, throw 
on some expensive cologne, grab hold of a good vibe, and head right over to Lee’s 
Palace to check out the annual Valentine’s Day Burlesque, because it’s the gay positive 
“naughty event” that offers plenty of excitement for singles. And with the affordable 
admission price—tickets are only $18—what have you got to lose? 


Another intriguing event taking place this month comes courtesy of Toronto’s highly 
successful premier burlesque company, The Scandelles, who are the extremely talented 
sexpots dedicated to reinterpreting contemporary issues and perspectives on their 
own unique and bawdy terms. (...an army of Anne of Green Gables’ dancing to a Yoko 
Ono tune kind of says it all!) Buddies in Bad Times Theatre proudly presents The 
Scandelles’ outrageously kinky, all new extravaganza titled, Who’s Your Dada? 
Controversial burlesque mavens Sasha Van Bon Bon and Kitty Neptune are set to take 
a satirical swing at art and sex by fusing burlesque, modern dance, live music, short film 
and porn to uncover the beauty that exists in ambiguous circumstances as Who’s Your 
Dada? delivers hysterically funny satires on the new striptease fitness craze, The Joy of 
Sex, cultural tourism, plastic surgery, fat-phobia, as well as the mainstream porno 
industry. And that ain’t chopped liver! Make your reservations now, because following 
the totally sold-out run of last year’s hit show, tickets for this one are in very high 
demand. And it would be a real crime if you missed it, so be sure to get seated before 
their final performance on February 9. 


Toronto’s Annual Erotic Arts and Crafts Fair event will eagerly roll out the red carpet 
in welcome to one and all between February 5 — 10. This event’s awesome approach 
to sexuality is one of respect, acceptance, humour, communication and responsibility. 
And by checking it out you could be the first one on your block to become an expert 
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in decorative bondage fashions. (Decorative bondage fashions...who knew?) Amongst 
some of the other kinky crafts that will be featured are the erotic body brush and how 
to make your own clay dildo. There is even an erotic bake sale that will feature some 
obscenely graphic, but tasty “edible treats” that you definitely did not learn the recipes 
for while helping out on a quiet Sunday afternoon in your grandmother’s kitchen. 


The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, playing at the Elgin Theatre until 
February |0th, is the riotously funny and remarkably ingenious musical that teaches 
audiences that winning isn’t everything—and that losing doesn’t necessarily make you 
a loser. This snappy, offbeat, heartwarming show is an ingenious blend of simplicity and 
sophistication that is both very funny and very wise. So what are you waiting for? Call 
up your date, then spell out T-H-A-N-K-Y-O-U to Dancap Productions for presenting 
yet another sensational, blockbuster entertainment of the highest caliber. 


But what should you do if you discover that your date has already made alternate 
plans? Why kick that dirty rat to the curb of course. Unless according to the Chinese 
zodiac your date really is a rat—because beginning on February 7 the Year of the Rat 
is predicted to kick off an exciting cycle that’s chock full of new beginnings. It’s also a 
year for major accomplishments and excellent relationships.And since individuals born 
in a rat year tend to be leaders and conquerors because they’re charming, passionate, 
charismatic, practical and hardworking—you might not want to be quite so hasty in 
saying goodbye. After all, isn’t love all about second chances? And about taking chances 
too? Which is what some women might be doing this year since 2008 is a “leap year” 
and that’s traditionally the time when women are supposed to step up to the plate to 
make the marriage proposal. Hmmm, don’t you just love it when the plot thickens? 


Last but never least—if you’re vacationing in Toronto this month and find that you 
can hang around for just one more day—then on March | you’ll be able to celebrate 
SNOWBALL 2008 at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel along with Honourary Co-Chairs 
Salah Bachir and Valerie Pringle as they invite you to ignite your passion and melt away 
the winter blues at this very hot party. This outstanding evening will celebrate the 
Twentieth Anniversary of Casey House by paying a heartfelt tribute to its founder— 
the late, great June Callwood whose vision and perseverance was responsible for 
making an extraordinary difference in the lives of people living with HIV/AIDS. The 
legendary Ms. Callwood is a shining example of love and dedication at its finest. | hope 
to see you at SNOWBALL 2008 in her everlasting memory. W 
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music. dance. fashion. fundraising. glamour. 


RED CARPET) LIFE BALL 


PACKAGE 


Book at By phone 


con X iby com 1 . 800. 38 r 12 40 PRICES aoa DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. INCLUDES ~ara VIENNA RETURN 


FUGHTS May 14, 4 NIGHTS MODATION, 4 BREAKFASTS, HOTEL TAXES. 
gay. everyday. look. book. travel. —— LIFE BALL PACKAGE INCLUDES AIRPORT TRANSFERS AND LIFE BALL TICKETS. 
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LAST TWO 
MONTHS... 


AT Sky'S ART OPENING, 

SOIREE IS BURSTING TO 

SHARE THE REVELATION 
: HE'S OVERHEARD... 


: ; 
WELCOME TO My FIRST SHOW, “STAGES OF WOMANHOOD,” MY AND I'D SPECIFICALLY LIKE TO 
SCULPTURAL TRIBUTE TO THE ARCHETYPAL PHAGES OF A WOMAN'S LIFE THANK MY MODELS: ROSE, 
i '0 LIKE TO THANK GALLERY CURATOR EXTRAORDINAIRE M/MA GOLDEN SAMANTHA, PENELOPE, DIANE, AND 


FOR THIS AWESOME OPPORTUNITY TO FINALLY SHOW MY OWN WORK. RISA, WHO ARE ALL 
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Bobby and Chad 


Living in Vancouver, this couple has 
been together almost a year, and 
are both contestants in Vancouver’s 
Next Gay Top Model contest. 


Matchmaking 
ExclusivelyjforFongoferm 
Same-Sex Ralkadionaintos! 
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BOUT OUR LOVERS ARRIVAL PA 


011-506-288-6762 www.bedandbreakfastcr.com 
mermatt@amnet.co.cr 


mn Puerto Vallarta 


> 4 Mexiceo 


Each unit has: 
*4 bedroom 

* 2 bathrooms 

* kitchenette 

* living room 

* balcony 

* air-conditioning 
* maid service 


Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one biock tiom Gav beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 


motor coach 


$60 ONE-WAY PLUS GST 
BETWEEN CALGARY AND EDMONTON 
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HOROSCOPE WA vv 


Expect a whirlwind of romantic dreams this February when Mars trines Neptune. We live in a magic 
state. So give and get your assorted valentines while the heat and your heart smolder.Will you get burnt? 
Do you care? 


Hx 3 


DP 3 @ F 


kK RB ax FS 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

While there is something to be said for modesty and restraint, all bets are off this February 
when Mars trines Neptune. Gay Rams will practically bleat their needs at every opportunity. 
But in opening your heart, you find many new admirers from the most unlikely of sources. 
Discover a gem among your usual rubble by checking every rock pile just to be sure. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Queer Bulls will put much more effort into their career this February and why not? There is 
something ineffable there that seems to draw in all your effort and attention. Will you sleep 
your way to the star chamber? | suppose there are worse ways of unlocking the golden door. 
But there is nothing as secure as achieving success on your own steam rather than on moist 
clouds. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Push yourself this February no matter how tired or shy you feel. Mars trines Neptune and will 
create opportunities for you to make yourself known, admired and worshiped for the deity 
you strive to be. Pink Twins can now command center stage. Don’t strut and fret your time 
and signify nothing. Maneuver carefully, elevate yourself socially and plant seeds for future 
gains. 


CANCER) (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Gay Crabs will need a great deal of rest and relaxation this February. Not only can you become 
over stimulated, you also discover many stressful secrets. What is the best way to handle all 
this rush of information? The answer becomes clearer as the month progresses. Meanwhile, 
find any excuse to lose yourself in some obvious, relaxing pastime. No names please! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Relationships will be on the brink of change this February. Maybe that is because there are 
certain friends who goad you into taking action while Mars trine Neptune clouds your 
judgment. Rather than rock the boat, just add a bit of gentle breeze and enjoy your time 
together. Proud Lions who are on the prowl can charm just about anyone into their lair. Then 
watch out! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

There'll be a valentine on the job this February. Are you paying enough attention to your 
surroundings to even notice? Queer Virgins will find themselves spending more time toiling at 
their desks and less time bubbling and gurgling at the water cooler. That would be a mistake. 
Mars trine Neptune makes you especially alluring—for a boring paper pusher that is. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Mars trines Neptune and will deliver a box full of valentines to your mailbox. How can you 
best choose between all of your many admirers? Step back, take your time and hold on to your 
heart, proud Libra. This February you might go head over heels for a loafer or two. Can you 
keep your feet on the ground as your heart floats in the clouds? Unlikely. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Spend some time getting your house in order this February. Maybe that means a pre-spring 
cleaning or maybe it means settling the score with some difficult relatives. Proud Scorps are 
destined to lure their valentine home and need to have the perfect atmosphere for any 
occasion or possible scenario. Love is in the air! Ah yes, | thought | smelled something funny. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Even though you are usually frank and out spoken, there is something holding you back. Why? 
Whisper the words of love to you-know-who this February and watch what can happen! 
There is no reason to be shy and retiring, gay Archer. This is the time to wear your heart on 
your sleeve and take a chance. Relationships can be created, improved and strengthened now. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Working hard can get you to your goals faster than you think pink Cap. You'll be full of extra 
energy and a clear and focused purpose. And your imagination is in high gear, which enables 
you to set some lofty but delicious rewards. This February, as Mars trines Neptune, you can 
achieve almost anything you set your mind to do. So dream big. No... bigger! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21! - FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians will be focused on getting out in front of the crowds and having fun this February. 
Mars trine Neptune will create opportunities for you to maneuver into the social epicenter 
of any fabulous event. Keep things under control so others (and you) do not get out of hand. 
Of course there can never be too many hands when the body politic is involved... 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies seem to know what is up with relatives without being told about anything juicy. That 
is because Mars trines Neptune and more finely attunes your intuition. Get out in front of 
things before everyone wants your attention and advice. If you find that you are stressing by 
the familial responsibility, be sure to put the “treat” into any treatment. Spa date anyone?? 


© 2008 THE STARRY EYE, LLC.,All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Lichtenstein’s blog, www.thestarryeye.typepad.comcovers everything new age. Her astrology 
book Her Scopes:A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and feel 
the vibration. 
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AMERICAN IDOL® finalist and Soutm African 


Idol Winner 
ANWAR a HEINZ WINGKLER 
ll : as "Roger" 


May £5 at 8 PM 


May 24 at &€ & 8 PM 
May £5 at 1 PM ON BAe BC 


Southern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium CALGARY HERALD 


Tickets: Ticketmaster 
Charge by phone: 403.777.0000 CatWiSaL CAST ALEVE AVATLARLE om 
Online: www.ticketmaster.ca i wm. siteforrent.com 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, 1500 14th Street. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3C 1C9 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelo ope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 
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202 


suite for rent 


206 
vacation rentals 


305 
general sales 


Newly renovated, 2 bedroom 
basement suite, Dover SE Calgary. 5 
minute drive to downtown. Close to 

bus routes and amenities. There are 2 
options for this suite: you can rent it 
as 2 bedroom for $1,200/month or a 1 
bedroom for $950/month. Includes 
electicity, heat, wireless internet, cable 
dishwasher, shared onsite laundry, 
free parking. Please no children/pets. 
Damage deposit. 
Call PJ (403) 689-2334 


203 


shared 
accommodations 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share 
a d/t condo in Calgary. $700 per month 
which includes fully furnished room 
with TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 
DD. Call Richard at 403-228-1512 


204 
accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


| 11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 10 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 


Palm Springs 
Biltmore Colony 


Desert Modern/Stunning Views 
Escape to someplace special 
Brand new, fully furnished and 
equipped, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
Desert Modern vacation rental at 
wonderful new Biltmore Colony. 
Stunning views, including 
mountain. Accommodates four. 
Close to downtown, golf courses. 
Community amenities include 3 
pools, 2 jacuzzis, BBQ grill, 
clubhouse, gym. 
www.sunandfunvacationrentals.co 
m/B201LD.htm 
<http:/www.sunandfunvacationre 
ntals.com/BD01LD.htm> 
info@SandFVR.com 


305 


Luscious Lizzy’s Sexy Lingerie 
online store offers a large selection of 
the hottest, sexiest, steamiest, erotic, 
affordable lingerie available. Visit us 
at www.lusciouslizzy.com! 


Collectibles for SALE 
Queer Elizibeth 11 silver jubilee 
coin, stamp and first day cover 
collections in MINT condition. 
From all Commonwealth countries 
in a variety of denominations. If 
interested please 
e-mail: adanddesign@shaw.ca 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS rT 
VIDEO Be . 


#202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton,AB 
TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 


Black leather, Sanyo Wellday 
reclining electric massage chair with 
remote control. Model HEC-904. 
Looking for best offer. 

In Calgary call 403-228-5517 


401 


Edmonton massage 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 

phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


402 
friends 


Youthful 50 yr old GWM, 5’7”, 145- 
150lbs, blonde hair, hazel eyes, well tanned, 
toned, and passionate. I like candle light 
dinners, dancing, and tropical vacations. My 
idea of a perfect date is hand-in-hand along 
the beach, at sunset in paradise, at a 5-star, 
all-inclusive resort, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 
(Nov.-Dec. ‘08) all expenses paid. Afro 
American/Native a plus, but all replies 
seriously responded to. Let’s make a dream 
reality. Email with photo and phone to 
mrmark12ca@yahoo.ca 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


Honest, good-looking guy, 36, looking 
for a friend and possibly more for fun 
times. You should be the same age and 

enjoy the outdoors and travel. In the 


402 
friends 


Fit and healthy 57 year old want a good 
relationship with younger guy between 20 
and 30 for fun times. Must able to travel 
and be an aggressive well hung top. Send 

stats and photo to Reply # 1002 


I’m looking for a black or Arab male 
with good physique who enjoys working 
out and movies plus more. I’m mid- 
twenties, live in Vancouver and looking for 
someone in their thirties with stable life, job 
etc. Searching for friendship and possibly 
more Reply #0102 


Fit, attractive mid-forties GWM looking 
for younger guy in his twenties for fun and 
more. Must enjoy movies, dining out and 
travel. Seeking long term relationship with 
right young guy. Must live in Calgary and 

be a smoker. Reply # 0103 


New in town and looking for new 
friends. I live in Saskatoon and am 25, 
5°10”, 150Ibs, attractive GWM. I enjoy all 
kinds of activities and always have a fun 
time. Looking for similar friends. Reply # 
0104 


Young black male, 22, slim build and 
physicall fit looking to meet GWM between 
20 and thirty years old. I need a workout 
buddy and someone who enjoys outdoor 
sports. I live in Toronto and want to meet 
new friends leading to long term relation- 
ship. Reply #0105 


Gay, white, male seeks younger Asian 
gay male for friendship and possible more. 
Must be interested in movies, books and 
travel. Preferably age 18 to 35 and physi- 
cally fit. Send letter and photo to Reply # 
1101 


Looking for a friend in Edmonton who is 
a young gay male age 25 to 39 for fun 
times and possibly more. I am 35 and I 
enjoy theatre, outdoor activities and going 
to the gym. You should have similar inter- 
ests. Reply # 1102 


New to B.C. and looking to make new 
friends. I’m 65 years old, active and very 
fit. Seeking people my own age for social 

activities in Richmond. Reply # 1103 


GWM 23 years old looking to meet 
someone my age in Calgary who is not into 
the bar scene. I’m a university student and 

have to enjoy my entertainment on a limited 
budget. Looking for guys my own age with 
similar circumstances. Reply # 1104 


Looking for a friend into leather and light 
S&M. I’m mid-forties, 5°11”, 170Ibs, 
shaved head and physically fit. You should 


be similar and live in the Calgary region. 
Send photo and letter to reply # 1001 


Take. outiaiclassified:adjin Outlooks 


Calgary area. Reply #0101 


CURRENT DEADLINE: February 22nd, 2008 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


FIRST 25 WORDS - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Please place my ad in Category # 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


Please add the following headline to my ad 


($ 10.00 extra): First 25 Words: $20.00 = 
NAME: $10.00 
CITY: Headline: $10.00 
DAY PHONE: Border Around Ad: $15.00 


ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) 


|________ ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) 
a | | | ee | 
a | ee | | ee | 
rs a | ee | ee ee 
as eS | es | ee 
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Reply Number Forwarding: 
$5.00 


HOME PHONE: 

ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 

VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 
PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 

VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 

CARD NUMBER: 


EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


28 February 2008 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 6% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 
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Looking for Black or Arab male for 
fun times no strings attached. I’m 45, 
5°10”, 160lbs attractive bottom. Seeking 
no strings attached friendship. Reply # 
1003 


Tall 6’6”, blond, blue-eyed attractive 
young male seeking another tall man for 
fun and friendship, may lead to more 
with the right person. Must be in 
Southern Alberta. 

Send details to Reply # 1004 


Cute Asian Male seeking generous 
sugar-daddy types. I am 23, 5’6”, have a 
gymnasts body and I am very friendly 
and easy to get along with. Looking for a 
good friendship that can lead to long 
term relationship. Reply # 1005 


Shy GWM looking friends. I am 35 
just out and I enjoy camping, swimming 
and most outdoor activities. Looking for 
friends 30 to 40 with similar interests in 

Vancouver. REPLY #0902 


Brazil (45.180.96) GWM masculine 
hairy top, foot/tickle fetish seeks: 30-40 
NDINS non-slim caring, cuddlish, 
suportive blond (plus) serious life partner 
Marc 
Box 3670 
20001-970 Rio, Brazil 


Fit, slim, 40’s GWM, looking 
for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who 
enjoys an active lifestyle and 
keeping fit. Reply #0502 


404 


dating services 


HOT GUYS! 
HOT CHAT! 
HOT FUN! 
Call 800-777-8000 
FREE w/ Code 4627 
InteractiveMale.com 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


405 
personal 
announcements 


Wisdom 11:24 “You love everything that exists 
and hate nothing that you have made.” 
God loves you and created you gay. 
www.createdgay.com 


407 


general personals 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


510 
wedding 
announcements 


Marriages 


Walk in or by appointment. 
*Non-religious 
*Elopements 
*Cross-cultural 
*Hetero, GLBT 
*Witness provided 


Rork Hilford 
Marriage Commisioner for Alberta 
(403) 246-4134 
ca.ca@shaw.ca 


600 
travel services 


MAKING VACATION 
DREAMS A REALITY! 
Personalized in home or office 
travel planning services. Air, 
Adventure Vacations, Cruises, 
Resorts, Packages, Hotels, Golf 
Vacations. 

Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 or 
Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 
Travel Cruises and more. 

WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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Vancouver 


604-677-2424 


Calgary 


403-770-0776 


Edmonton 


780-665-6666 


Winnipeg 
204-480-9898 


Toronto 


416-281-8888 
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30 February 2008 


IQpercent.con ©amazoncom 


London 


919-679-9999 


Ottawa 


613-566-2000 


Curis % Jon iy ie taseue! 
dunduys on OUT 


Featuring: Aden & Jordan Jaric, Tristan Jaxx, Brad Star, Cole Ryan, Mason 
Wyler, Todd Welch, Kurt Wild, Steven Ponce, Colby Taylor 


Running Time: 100 minutes 


Love and romance are in the air as Aiden packs his bag for a weekend in the 
country with friends. He is hoping to be re-united with his college friend 
Jordan with whom he shared one spectacular night on the 4th July a few years 
back. But Jordan is still in the closet and the two have not seen each other 
since that one passionate experience. 

Aiden is one of the last to leave the city. When his friends call from the 
house in the woods to see what's taking him so long to get there, he learns 
that Jordan still hasn’t confirmed that he is joining the group get-together. 
Reluctantly, Aiden finishes packing and heads out for the country and some 
weekend relaxation by the lake. 

Cole, Steven and Kurt are already well into a case of beer when Aiden 
arrives, but there is no sign of Jordan. Once Aiden has a beer in his hand, the 
weekend begins and the foursome declares, “What happens in the woods stays 
in the woods.” An auspicious beginning to their weekend. 

Later that night, when Aiden is sleeping in his tightie-whities, Jordan—who 
has finally fined the group—awakens him. Jordan insists on joining Aiden in the 
bed but resists any reminders of their last encounter together, so Aiden settles 
for a good night's sleep. 


Kurt is still awake while the rest of these studs in their underwear are 


Featuring: Justin Christopher, Marc LaSalle, Rambo, Jay Black, Jason Crew, 
Mario Cruz, Troy Plowman 


Running Time: |40 Minutes 


During the long winter months it’s a pleasure to feel some warmth and 
sunshine for relief and The Big Island is guaranteed to deliver some heat. 
Pounding waves spray black sandy beaches and lush tropical flowers sway in 
soft island breezes under aqua blue skies as seven of the hottest real men enjoy 
Hawaii’s big island to the fullest. There are sixteen scenes and over two hours 
of pleasure in this new release from Raging Stallion Studios. Although there is 
no story to this movie it’s a compilation of some of the hottest muscular men 
in the steamy tropical paradise of Hawaii. 


For openers, Jason Crew makes good use of his ten inches of manhood with 
the huge Marc LaSalle at the rooftop pool of one of Hawaii’s gay bed and break- 
fast getaways. In the hot morning sun these two studs enjoy each other both 
in and out of the pool. And when they cool down after the dip in the pool, the 
jacuzzi soon warms their passions again. Marc rides Jason with ease and 
submits to his strength like a true slave. 


Beautifully sensuous Mario Cruz and the tattooed Rambo each give solo 
performances in the wilderness and each could be described as wildly enter- 
taining. These two studs both prove that some times two hands are just not 
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1-900-451-1441 s25/150min 
sound asleep. Kurt’s penchant for pranks takes over and | 


room with a black marker pen leaving his own unique b 
encounters. 


The next morning, Kurt rises early and heads for a wal 
everyone else awakes. Strolling in the wilderness he 
cottage. Brad Star is outside chopping wood. He 
trespassing, but Brad assures Kurt he is a welcome v 
very few people and makes no attempt to hide how ho 
impossible with the extra foot he is packing in his loo: 
hesitation on Kurt’s part when he realises what he is a 
proves he has plenty of love to share. These two studs ha) 
of Brad’s property in every position imaginable. 


The story continues as the weekend unfolds and RATING: 
Aiden tries every way to get closer to Jordan, until ; 
eventually they are lost in the woods and have to |((el¥is(elssi/=y/V;%5) 
spend the night by a campfire—cuddled together to Li == 
stay warm. Their passion for each other is rekindled |\/JUSIC: 
and their inevitable love wins the day. | 


enough—but they do the very best they can and the resul 
volcanic eruption. 


In a tree house hideaway surrounded by lily-padde 
Justin Christopher and Marc LaSalle are caressing ea! 
tropical rain shower forces them indoors. The bedroo 
and Justin dominates with a twelve-inch monster that 
to enjoy to the max. 


In the final scene, sexy Jay Black is raking the lawn for 
the hot noonday sun. When Justin brings a glass of ice 
pours the cool refresher all over Jay’s steamy body. This e' 
the hot sun, which inevitably leads to sex in the shade c 
These two lithe bodies are intertwined by bamboo as 
they explore each other’s erections and smooth, 
muscular curves. 


RATING: 


ae F , ‘ | (OUT OF FIVE STARS 
This is the perfect winter break in paradise where ( ) 


fantasy meets reality in the tropics. 


SIZE[MAIIERS 


Calgary's Biggest line for Man to Man Action! oe 


MORE MEN. 
MORE VARIETY. 

LIVE AND LOCAL. 
ALWAYS HOT. | 


Purchase m n 
1.900.451.8434 (75 min/$24™) 
Gouin cain - Victoria 250.414.4424 « Winnipeg:204.947.6725 
Try Crutseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE - www.cruiseline.ca 
50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


1006 -11th ave sw 
calgary ab 


www.twistedelement.ca 


